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AS WE GATHER
What is your favorite family tradition? Perhaps it is an annual
celebration such as Halloween, Thanksgiving, or Christmas.
Perhaps it is a more common tradition—an old family recipe or a
favorite game. Traditions are passed down from generation to
generation. They are often wonderful and meaningful. But
sometimes we pass down traditions that are not good for us or the
world. The Israelites had passed down traditions related to divorce
and giving that were not what God had intended. Jesus rightly
criticizes such traditions. Today we consider the most trustworthy
tradition that we continually pass from generation to generation:
Jesus.

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Lord, Teach Us to Pray
We have begun a sermon series titled, “Lord, teach us to pray”
based on the Lord’s Prayer. Page 324 in the Hymnbook gives us
the meaning of the Second petition: Thy kingdom come.

WELCOME GUESTS
We’re glad you are here!  Make it a point to introduce yourself to
the pastor. Please take time to fill out an attendance card and drop

it in the basket during the offering. . Our service today includes the
celebration of God’s presence, as He comes in the true body and
blood of Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Any who
are not yet instructed or who hold a confession differing from
that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod, are asked to refrain from receiving the sacrament until

they have spoken with the pastor.
Please consider liking us on Facebook (St. Johns Lutheran Church

– St. Louis City) and checking out our website
(https://stjohnslutheranstlouis.org/).
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PREPARATION

HYMN I Love Your Kingdom, Lord LSB 651

I love Your kingdom, Lord,
The place of Your abode,
The Church our blest Redeemer saved
With His own precious blood.

Beyond my highest joy
I prize its heav'nly ways,
Its sweet communion, solemn vows,
Its hymns of love and praise.

I love Your church, O God,
Your saints in ev'ry land,
Dear as the apple of Your eye
And graven on Your hand.

For them my tears shall fall;
For them my prayers ascend;
For them my cares and toils be giv'n
Till toils and cares shall end.

Sure as Your truth shall last,
To Zion shall be giv'n
The brightest glories earth can yield
And brighter bliss of heav'n.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Indeed, it is good to be here, worshiping the Lord and receiving
His gifts for our forgiveness, life, and salvation. Yet, we must
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admit that there have been times when we have taken God for
granted. There have been times when we have created our own
religious, political, and social traditions and given those
human-made traditions more attention than Jesus. Still, our
heavenly Father invites us to come to Him and ask for forgiveness.

Silence for reflection.

Heavenly Father,
We confess that we have not always looked to You for all good.
We have created idols for ourselves. We confess our sins of
thought, word, and deed. Forgive us, Father, for these weak
failures. Renew us and lead us, so that we follow You and look
to You for all good, for the sake of Jesus. Amen.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die and rise for
You and because of Jesus forgives You all Your sins. As a called
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the✠
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. We are forgiven in Christ. He is our true inheritance
forever. Amen.

WORD

THIS IS THE FEAST LSB 155
Refrain
This is the feast of victory for our God
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor,
blessing, and glory are His. Refrain

Sing with all the people of God,
and join in the hymn of all creation:
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Blessing, honor, glory, and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain

For the Lamb who was slain
has begun His reign.  Alleluia Refrain

SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty and merciful God, defend Your Church from all false
teaching and error that Your faithful people may confess You to be
the only true God and rejoice in Your good gifts of life and
salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

MEMORIZED WORD 
The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due
season. You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living
thing. Psalm 145:15-16

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 29:11–19
11The vision of all this has become to you like the words of a book
that is sealed. When men give it to one who can read, saying,
“Read this,” he says, “I cannot, for it is sealed.” 12And when they
give the book to one who cannot read, saying, “Read this,” he says,
“I cannot read.” 13And the Lord said: “Because this people draw
near with their mouth and honor me with their lips, while their
hearts are far from me, and their fear of me is a commandment
taught by men, 14therefore, behold, I will again do wonderful
things with this people, with wonder upon wonder;
and the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the discernment
of their discerning men shall be hidden.” 15Ah, you who hide deep
from the Lord your counsel, whose deeds are in the dark, and who
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say, “Who sees us? Who knows us?” 16You turn things upside
down! Shall the potter be regarded as the clay, that the thing made
should say of its maker, “He did not make me”; or the thing
formed say of him who formed it, “He has no understanding”? 17Is
it not yet a very little while until Lebanon shall be turned into a
fruitful field, and the fruitful field shall be regarded as a forest?
18In that day the deaf shall hear the words of a book, and out of
their gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind shall see. 19The
meek shall obtain fresh joy in the Lord, and the poor among
mankind shall exult in the Holy One of Israel.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 

Fear the Lord, * you his saints,
for those who fear him lack * nothing!

Many are the afflictions of the * righteous,
but the Lord delivers him out * of them all.

EPISTLE Ephesians 5:22–33
22Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23For the
husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the
church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24Now as the church
submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to
their husbands. 25Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the
church and gave himself up for her, 26that he might sanctify her,
having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27so
that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and
without blemish. 28In the same way husbands should love their
wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves
himself. 29For no one ever hated his own flesh,
but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the
church, 30because we are members of his body. 31“Therefore a man
shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the
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two shall become one flesh.” 32This mystery is profound, and I am
saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 33However, let each
one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she
respects her husband.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

VERSE Jeremiah 15:16a

Alleluia. Your words were found, and I ate them, and Your
words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 7:1–13
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

1When the Pharisees gathered to [Jesus], with some of the scribes
who had come from Jerusalem, 2they saw that some of his disciples
ate with hands that were defiled, that is, unwashed. 3(For the
Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash their hands,
holding to the tradition of the elders, 4and when they come from
the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And there are
many other traditions that they observe, such as the washing of
cups and pots and copper vessels and dining couches.) 5And the
Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not
walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled
hands?” 6And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you
hypocrites, as it is written,
“‘This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from
me; 7in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the
commandments of men.’ 8You leave the commandment of God and
hold to the tradition of men.” 9And he said to them, “You have a
fine way of rejecting the commandment of God in order to
establish your tradition! 10For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and
your mother’; and, ‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely
die.’ 11But you say, ‘If a man tells his father or his mother,
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Whatever you would have gained from me is Corban’ (that is,
given to God)— 12then you no longer permit him to do anything
for his father or mother, 13thus making void the word of God by
your tradition that you have handed down. And many such things
you do.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN “Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain” LSB 865

Lord, help us ever to retain
The Catechism's doctrine plain
As Luther taught the Word of truth
In simple style to tender youth.

Help us Your holy Law to learn,
To mourn our sin and from it turn
In faith to You and to Your Son
And Holy Spirit, Three in One.

Hear us, dear Father, when we pray
For needed help from day to day
That as Your children we may live,
Whom You baptized and so received.

Lord, when we fall or go astray,
Absolve and lift us up, we pray;
And through the Sacrament increase
Our faith till we depart in peace.

SERMON Your Kingdom Come
NICENE CREED    
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible.
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried.  And the third day he rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits
at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom
will have no end.
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by
the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come. Amen

OFFERING  

OFFERTORY LSB 159
What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the
name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O
Jerusalem.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Hear us, Father, when we pray,
for needed help from day to day.
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Heavenly Father, give us courage to speak to those family
members and friends who have ceased to follow You or who have
never followed You. Strengthen us for hard conversations so that
we pass on the most important thing we have ever been given:
Jesus Christ. Hear us, Father, when we pray,
for needed help from day to day.
Heavenly Father, remember all those who struggle with infertility.
Comfort them in their mourning. Protect them from foolish
commentary and judgment. Lead them where You would want
them to go. Hear us, Father, when we pray,
for needed help from day to day.
Heavenly Father, we pray for all families, for husbands and wives,
for children and grandchildren, for brothers and sisters, and every
relationship. Help our earthly families to reflect the love, honor,
and sacrifice of our eternal family to come.
Hear us, Father, when we pray,
for needed help from day to day.
Heavenly Father, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured,
and recovering, [especially . . .]. Have mercy upon them and heal
them according to Your good and gracious will.
Hear us, Father, when we pray,
for needed help from day to day.
Heavenly Father, we commend all these prayers into Your loving
hands, for You live and reign with the Spirit and the Son, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

SACRAMENT

PREFACE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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PROPER PREFACE
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is the very
object of our faith and the truest tradition we pass down from
generation to generation. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS LSB 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD       
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My✠ body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My✠ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, What does this mean? The kingdom of God
certainly comes by itself without our prayer, but we pray in
this petition that it may come to us also. How does God’s
kingdom come? God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly
Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe
His holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in
eternity.
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Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
 
AGNUS DEI LSB 163
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
Come, Let Us Eat (Choir will sing leader parts, Congregation will
sing parts marked all) LSB 626
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” LSB 621

NUNC DIMITTIS…SONG OF SIMEON LSB 165
Lord, now You let your servant go in peace;
Your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation which
You have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people:
A light to reveal You to the nations and
the glory of Your people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the
Son and to the holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have strengthened
us through the gift of this Meal. We ask that You would embolden us
to abandon our idols and focus our love and worship solely on You;

12



through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION  
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and✠ give you peace.    
Amen.

HYMN Preserve Your Word, O Savior LSB 658

Preserve Your Word, O Savior,
To us this latter day,
And let Your kingdom flourish;
Enlarge Your Church, we pray.
O keep our faith from failing;
Keep hope’s bright star aglow.
Let nothing from truth turn us
While living here below.

Preserve, O Lord, Your honor,
The bold blasphemer smite;
Convince, convert, enlighten
The souls in error’s night.
Reveal Your will, dear Savior,
To all who dwell below,
Great light of all the living,
That all Your name may know.

Preserve, O Lord, Your Zion,
Bought dearly with Your blood;
Protect what You have chosen
Against the hellish flood.
Be always our defender
When dangers gather round;
When all the earth is crumbling,
Safe may Your Church be found.
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Preserve Your Word and preaching,
The truth that makes us whole,
The mirror of Your glory,
The pow’r that saves the soul.
Oh, may this living water,
This dew of heav’nly grace,
Sustain us while here living
Until we see Your face.

Preserve in wave and tempest
Your storm-tossed little flock;
Assailed by wind and weather,
May it endure each shock.
Stand at the helm, our pilot,
And set the course aright;
Then we will reach the harbor
In Your eternal light.

Preacher                     Pastor Michael Tanney
Liturgist                      Pastor Michael Tanney
Elders                        Al Bohannon & Earl Welch
Organist                     Suzanne Manelli
Ushers                        Don Osiek, William Gebhart,

and Roger Schmidt
Children’s Message   Pastor Michael Tanney
Acolytes                   Tra-Mi and Thao-Vy 
Greeter                    Roger Schmidt
Worship Screen         Tra-Mi and Thao-Vy
Bible Class                 Pastor Michael Tanney
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