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AS WE GATHER
With the promise of mercy comes the warning of judgment. That is
the message we have heard throughout this season of Lent. In the
parable Jesus spoke, the mercy of God is lavish and entirely too
generous to be reasonable. God is relentless in His pursuit of us,
but those who reject His mercy are condemned to stand alone
before the judgment seat. The promise and a warning go together
and will always go together until the saving work of God is
complete and we live in His presence on high forevermore.

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME GUESTS
We’re glad you are here!  Make it a point to introduce yourself to
the pastor. Please take time to fill out an attendance card and drop
it in the basket during the offering. Please consider liking us on

Facebook (St. Johns Lutheran Church – St. Louis City) and
checking out our website (https://stjohnslutheranstlouis.org/).

PREPARATION

HYMN Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus LSB 685

Let us ever walk with Jesus,
Follow His example pure,
Through a world that would deceive us
And to sin our spirits lure.
Onward in His footsteps treading,
Pilgrims here, our home above,
Full of faith and hope and love,
Let us do the Father’s bidding.
Faithful Lord, with me abide;
I shall follow where You guide.
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Let us suffer here with Jesus
And with patience bear our cross.
Joy will follow all our sadness;
Where He is, there is no loss.
Though today we sow no laughter,
We shall reap celestial joy;
All discomforts that annoy
Shall give way to mirth hereafter.
Jesus, here I share You woe;
Help me there Your joy to know.

Let us gladly die with Jesus.
Since by death He conquered death,
He will free us from destruction,
Give to us immortal breath.
Let us mortify all passion
That would lead us into sin;
And the grave that shuts us in
Shall but prove the gate to heaven.
Jesus, here with You I die,
There to live with You on high.

Let us also live with Jesus.
He has risen from the dead
That to life we may awaken.
Jesus, You are now our head.
We are Your own living member;
Where You live, there we shall be
In Your presence constantly,
Living there with You forever.
Jesus, let me faithful be,
Life eternal grant to me.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 3:4, 8
Salvation belongs to the LORD;
Your blessing be upon Your people!
I cried aloud to the LORD,
and He answered me from His holy hill.
Deliver us, O Lord, from all our sin, and restore us by Your
promise.
We confess to You, O Lord, that we have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by the evils we have done and by the
good we have not done. We have rejected Your Word as You
have sent it to us to call us to repentance and have refused
Your mercy. Deliver us from our hardness of heart. Forgive us
for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Restore us by
Your grace, that we may walk according to Your Word and
delight in You in our inmost heart. Amen.

SONG: Create In Me A Clean Heart

Create in me a clean heart, O God
Let me be like You in all my ways.
Give me Your strength,
Teach me Your song;
Shelter me in the shadow of your wings,
For you are our righteousness,
If we die to ourselves and live through Your death,
We shall be born again to be blessed in Your will.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the✠ Son and of the
Holy Spirit. To the impenitent and unbelieving I declare that so
long as you continue in your impenitence, God will not forgive
your sins and will visit your iniquity upon you until you turn from
your sinful ways. Come to repentance, and trust in the merits of
Jesus Christ alone.
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Amen.
May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

WORD

KYRIE To Thee, Omniscient Lord of All  LSB 613; Verse 1

To Thee, omniscient Lord of all,
In grief and shame I humbly call;
I see my sins against Thee, Lord,
The sins of thought and deed and word.
They press me sore; I cry to Thee:
O God, be merciful to me!

SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O almighty God, Your authority is great, but You exercise Your
authority by showing mercy to us sinners and forgiving our sins for
the sake of Your Son. Grant that we may know with joy Your grace
and respond with thankful hearts before the day when Your mercy
will cease and the day of judgment has come; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, we pray.
Amen.

MEMORIZED WORD
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the
will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. Romans 12:2
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 43:16–21
16Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the
mighty waters, 17who brings forth chariot and horse, army and
warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished,
quenched like a wick: 18“Remember not the former things, nor
consider the things of old. 19Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it
springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the
wilderness and rivers in the desert. 20The wild beasts will honor
me, the jackals and the ostriches, for I give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, 21the people
whom I formed for myself that they might declare my praise.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL God Will Make A Way (Sung by Pastor)

God will make a way where there seems to be no way, He works in
ways we cannot see, He will make a way for me; He will be my
guide, hold me closely to His side, with love and strength for each
new day, He will make a way, He will make a way.

By a roadway in the wilderness He’ll lead me, and rivers in the
desert will I see; Heaven and earth will fade but His Word will still
remain, He will do something new today.

EPISTLE Philippians 3:8–14
8Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the
loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may
gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my
own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith
in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on
faith— 10that I may know him and the power of his resurrection,
and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11that
by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
12Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I
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press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his
own. 13Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But
one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to
what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

VERSE Luke 20:17b

The stone that the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone.

HYMN OF THE DAY
“My Song Is Love Unknown” LSB 430

My song is love unknown,
My Savior’s love to me,
Love to the loveless shown
That they might lovely be.
Oh, who am I
That for my sake
My Lord should take
Frail flesh and die?

He came from His blest throne
Salvation to bestow;
But men made strange, and none
The longed-for Christ would know.
But, oh, my friend,
My Friend indeed,
Who at my need
His life did spend!
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Sometimes they strew His way
And His sweet praises sing;
Resounding all the day
Hosannas to their King.
Then “Crucify!”
Is all their breath,
And for His death
They thirst and cry.

Why, what hath my Lord done?
What makes this rage and spite?
He made the lame to run,
He gave the blind their sight.
Sweet injuries!
Yet they at these
Themselves displease
And 'gainst Him rise.

They rise and needs will have
My dear Lord made away;
A murderer they save,
The Prince of Life they slay.
Yet cheerful He
To suff'ring goes
That He His foes
From thence might free.

In life no house, no home
My Lord on earth might have;
In death no friendly tomb
But what a stranger gave.
What may I say?
Heav'n was His home
But mine the tomb
Wherein He lay.
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Here might I stay and sing,
No story so divine!
Never was love, dear King,
Never was grief like Thine.
This is my friend,
In whose sweet praise
I all my days
Could gladly spend!

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 20:9–20
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twentieth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

9[Jesus] began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a
vineyard and let it out to tenants and went into another country for
a long while. 10When the time came, he sent a servant to the
tenants, so that they would give him some of the fruit of the
vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away
empty-handed. 11And he sent another servant. But they also beat
and treated him shamefully, and sent him away
empty-handed. 12And he sent yet a third. This one also they
wounded and cast out. 13Then the owner of the vineyard said,
‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved son; perhaps they will
respect him.’ 14But when the tenants saw him, they said to
themselves, ‘This is the heir. Let us kill him, so that the inheritance
may be ours.’ 15And they threw him out of the vineyard and killed
him. What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16He
will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to
others.” When they heard this, they said, “Surely not!” 17But he
looked directly at them and said, “What then is this that is written:
‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone’?
18Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and
when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 19The scribes and the
chief priests sought to lay hands on him at that very hour, for they
perceived that he had told this parable against them, but they
feared the people. 

9



20So they watched him and sent spies, who pretended to be sincere,
that they might catch him in something he said, so as to deliver
him up to the authority and jurisdiction of the governor.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

CREED (WE ALL BELIEVE IN ONE TRUE GOD) LSB 953

We all believe in one true God,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Ever-present help in need,
Praised by all the heav'nly host;
All He made His love enfolds,
All creation He upholds.

We all believe in Jesus Christ,
Son of God and Mary's son,
Who descended from His throne
And for us salvation won;
By whose cross and death are we
Rescued from all misery.

We all confess the Holy Ghost,
Who from both in truth proceeds,
Who sustains and comforts us
In all trials, fears, and needs.
Blessed, holy Trinity,
Praise forever be to Thee!

OFFERING "When I Behold Jesus Christ" (LSB 542) Sung by
the choir
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH LSB 215
Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and
pray with me as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised
to hear us. 
God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy
children on earth, and grant us grace that Your holy name be
hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true
teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown forth in our
lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living
whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned.
 Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors
and those who are blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to
know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of
Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life
and in death, in the midst of both good and evil things, that our
own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and
gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we commend [names] and
all who are in need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be
done. Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares,
and help us trust in You to provide for all our needs. 
Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so
that our hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good
conscience before Your, and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm
us. Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
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Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to
subdue our flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to
overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body
and soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and✠ give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN “Christ Is Our Cornerstone” LSB 912

Christ is our cornerstone,
On Him alone we build;
With His true saints alone
The courts of heav'n are filled.
On His great love
Our hopes we place
Of present grace
And joys above.

Here may we gain from heav'n
The grace which we implore,
And may that grace, once giv'n,
Be with us evermore
Until that day
When all the blest
To endless rest
Are called away.
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Stand
Oh, then, with hymns of praise
These hallowed courts shall ring;
Our voices we will raise
The Three in One to sing
And thus proclaim
In joyful song,
Both loud and long,
That glorious name.

Preacher                     Allen Dass 
Liturgist                     Pastor Michael Tanney 
Lector                         Dan Reh 
Elders           Al Bohannon & Earl Welch
Organist           Suzanne Manelli
Ushers                       William Gebhart and Roger Schmidt
Children’s Message Pastor Michael Tanney 
Acolytes           Tra-Mi and Thao-Vy 
Greeter                      Roger Schmidt
Worship Screen         Tra-Mi and Thao-Vy
Bible Class                 Dan Reh 
Confirmation Pastor Michael Tanney
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Announcements
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