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AS WE GATHER
Now we know the end of the story. In John’s vision in the Epistle, heaven
will be like an eternal wedding feast. All of us in the Church have been
made presentable by Christ, the Bridegroom. Unlike the disciples, who in
today’s Gospel still had to experience their Lord’s absence from Good
Friday through Easter morning, we can be confident that no one can take
our joy from us. Now we know that because He has paid the price on the
cross, the Bridegroom will freely make all things new. In place of
torrents of tears will be the spring of the water of life. When we receive
His body and blood in the Sacrament, it is a foretaste of the feast to
come, and we cannot wait to enjoy the rest of the eternal celebration!

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME GUESTS
We’re glad you are here!  Make it a point to introduce yourself to
the pastor.  Please take time to fill out an attendance card and drop

it in the basket during the offering. Please consider liking us on
Facebook (St. Johns Lutheran Church – St. Louis City) and

checking out our website (https://stjohnslutheranstlouis.org/).

PREPARATION

HYMN Awake, My Heart, with Gladness LSB 467

Awake, my heart, with gladness,
See what today is done;
Now, after gloom and sadness,
Comes forth the glorious sun.
My Savior there was laid
Where our bed must be made
When to the realms of light
Our spirit wings its flight.
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The foe in triumph shouted
When Christ lay in the tomb;
But lo, he now is routed,
His boast is turned to gloom.
For Christ again is free;
In glorious victory
He who is strong to save
Has triumphed o'er the grave.

This is a sight that gladdens--
What peace it doth impart!
Now nothing ever saddens
The joy within my heart.
No gloom shall ever shake,
No foe shall ever take
The hope which God's own Son
In love for me hath won.

Now hell, its prince, the devil,
Of all their pow'r are shorn;
Now I am safe from evil,
And sin I laugh to scorn.
Grim death with all his might
Cannot my soul affright;
It is a pow'rless form,
Howe'er it rave and storm.

The world against me rages,
Its fury I disdain;
Though bitter war it wages,
Its work is all in vain.
My heart from care is free,
No trouble troubles me.
Misfortune now is play,
And night is bright as day.
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Now I will cling forever
To Christ, my Savior true;
My Lord will leave me never,
Whate'er He passes through.
He rends death's iron chain;
He breaks through sin and pain;
He shatters hell's dark thrall;
I follow Him through all.

He brings me to the portal
That leads to bliss untold,
Whereon this rhyme immortal
Is found in script of gold:
"Who there My cross has shared
Finds here a crown prepared;
Who there with Me has died
Shall here be glorified."

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
God’s grace knows no bounds! Through the sacrifice of His Son,
the Bridegroom of the Church, He makes us His holy bride.
Anticipating the heavenly wedding feast, let us seek God’s grace
now and call on Him for forgiveness and mercy.
Almighty God, have mercy on us, for we cannot help ourselves.
Forgive us all that we have done in the past, give us grace in
this present time, and lead us to serve You and love one
another in the future and on into the eternity You have
promised.
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In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ is given to die for us, and for
His sake God forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus
Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on
them the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, who has begun this good work in
us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

WORD

KYRIE LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church
of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST LSB 154
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:
We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God:
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen

SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Lord Jesus, Bridegroom of the Church, You have done everything
needed for us to join You at the heavenly wedding feast that has no
end.
Guide us so that our thoughts, words, and deeds may testify
that we are no longer wed to this world, but are Yours, now
and always;
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

MEMORIZED WORD 
3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character,
and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame,
because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit who has been given to us.  Romans 5:3-5

FIRST READING Acts 11:1–18
1Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea
heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2So
when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized
him, saying, 3“You went to uncircumcised men and ate with
them.” 4But Peter began and explained it to them in order: 5“I was
in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision,
something like a great sheet descending, being let down from
heaven by its four corners, and it came down to me. 6Looking at it
closely, I observed animals and beasts of prey and reptiles and
birds of the air. 7And I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill
and eat.’ 8But I said, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing common or
unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9But the voice answered a
second time from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, do not call
common.’ 10This happened three times, and all was drawn up again
into heaven. 11And behold, at that very moment three men arrived
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at the house in which we were, sent to me from Caesarea. 12And
the Spirit told me to go with them, making no distinction.
These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s
house. 13And he told us how he had seen the angel stand in his
house and say, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is called
Peter; 14he will declare to you a message by which you will be
saved, you and all your household.’ 15As I began to speak, the Holy
Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning. 16And I
remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then
God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when we believed
in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God’s
way?” 18When they heard these things they fell silent. And they
glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted
repentance that leads to life.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

Christ has risen * from the dead.
God the Father has crowned Him with glory and * honor,
He has given Him dominion over the works * of His hands;
He has put all things un * der His feet.

EPISTLE Revelation 21:1–7
1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling
place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will
be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 
4He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be
no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain
anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 5And he who
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was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things
new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are
trustworthy and true.” 6And he said to me, “It is done! I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I
will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. 7The
one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and
he will be my son.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

VERSE Romans 6:9; John 14:23

Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will
never die again; death no longer has dominion over Him. Alleluia.
If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My Father will
love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with
him. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL John 13:31–35
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man
glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32If God is glorified in him,
God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at
once. 33Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will
seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you,
‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ 34A new commandment I
give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you,
you also are to love one another. 35By this all people will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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HYMN OF THE DAY The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done    LSB 464

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

The strife is o'er, the battle done;
Now is the victor's triumph won;
Now be the song of praise begun.
Alleluia!

The pow'rs of death have done their worst,
But Christ their legions hath dispersed.
Let shouts of holy joy outburst.
Alleluia!

The three sad days have quickly sped,
He rises glorious from the dead.
All glory to our risen Head!
Alleluia!

He broke the age-bound chains of hell;
The bars from heav'n's high portals fell.
Let hymns of praise His triumph tell.
Alleluia!

Lord, by the stripes which wounded Thee,
From death's dread sting Thy servants free
That we may live and sing to Thee.
Alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

SERMON
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APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the
dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen

OFFERING  

OFFERTORY LSB 159
What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the
name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O
Jerusalem.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
(John 16:20; Acts 11:9, 17; Revelation 21:5)
Let us pray:
You told Peter, “What God has made clean, do not call common.”
Remember those people on the margins of society, O Lord; provide
caring people and institutions, open doors of opportunity, and free
them from the results of their past poor decisions.
Bridegroom of the Church, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Peter and the others recognized that they could not “stand in God’s
way.” Guide the Church’s clergy and lay leaders here and around
the world to seek Your will, Lord Jesus, working together
creatively to find new ways to spread the Gospel (especially
among the ethnic communities around us) in accord with Your will.
Bridegroom of the Church, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Holy Lord, in John’s vision You proclaimed, “Behold, I am making
all things new.” Grant that seedtime and harvest, sun and rain
produce bountiful harvests (especially in Sudan, Yemen, parts of
Ethiopia and Nigeria) that we all rejoice in Your many blessings.
Bridegroom of the Church, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lord over all, as You foretold, often we “will weep and lament, but
the world will rejoice,” so we see injustice, oppression, constant
warfare, and unrest in many nations. (especially in the Ukraine)
Raise up wise leaders intent on serving their citizens, focused on
maintaining the peace, and armed forces determined to reestablish
calm. Bridegroom of the Church, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Gracious Savior, by the faith given us by the Holy Spirit, we look
forward to the wedding feast of the Lamb, who will end mourning,
crying, and pain. Before we enter that time of rejoicing, we bring
the petitions of people near and dear to us as they call out in
sorrow, through tears and enduring pain, [especially . . .]. As fits
Your gracious plans, give them peace, joy, and relief. Bridegroom
of the Church, in Your mercy.
hear our prayer.
Into Your hands, heavenly Father, we commend ourselves and all
for whom we pray, trusting that You have heard us for the sake of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION  
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and✠ give you peace.    
Amen.

HYMN I Am Content! My Jesus Ever Lives LSB 468

I am content! My Jesus ever lives,
In whom my heart is pleased.
He has fulfilled the Law of God for me,
God's wrath He has appeased.
Since He in death could perish never,
I also shall not die forever.
I am content! I am content!

I am content! My Jesus is my head;
His member I shall be.
He bowed His head when on the cross He died
With cries of agony.
Now death is brought into subjection
For me by Jesus' resurrection.
I am content! I am content!

I am content! My Jesus is my light,
My radiant sun of grace.
His cheering rays beam blessings forth for all,
Sweet comfort, hope, and peace.
This Easter sun has brought salvation
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And everlasting exultation.
I am content! I am content!

I am content! At length I shall be free,
Awakened from the dead,
Arising glorious evermore to be
With You, my living head.
The chains that hold my body, sever;
Then shall my soul rejoice forever.
I am content! I am content!

Preacher                     Pastor Michael Tanney
Liturgist                      Sam Shick
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Ushers                        William Gebhart and Roger Schmidt
Children’s Message   Pastor Michael Tanney
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Greeter                    Roger Schmidt
Worship Screen         Tra-Mi and Thao-Vy
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