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AS WE GATHER
The first issue that naturally comes to mind to many Christians
when hearing the phrase “Choose life!” is that of abortion, which
chooses death, not life. And indeed, never should our witness to
God’s gift of life be silenced! Beyond that, however, are all the
other choices we make in our struggles between God’s good and
gracious will for all and the universal disability of sin that
constantly attempts to lead us away from God and His call to life.
Today, God’s Word gives us the assurance that because our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ has chosen to take our suffering and death
into Himself by His cross, all who are baptized into His saving
death are given the power of faith to love God and pursue His
ways of life according to His good and gracious Law and Gospel.
Blessed is the man whose “delight is in the law of the LORD”
(Psalm 1:2).

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME GUESTS
We’re glad you are here!  Make it a point to introduce yourself to
the pastor.  Please take time to fill out an attendance card and drop

it in the basket during the offering. Please consider liking us on
Facebook (St. Johns Lutheran Church – St. Louis City) and

checking out our website (https://stjohnslutheranstlouis.org/).

PREPARATION

HYMN On Galilee’s High Mountain LSB 835
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On Galilee’s high mountain
Christ gave the great command
In words of strength and promise
Which all can understand:
“All pow’r to Me is given
To do what I shall choose;
Therefore I send My children,
Their witness I will use.”

The Lord who, born of Mary,
Came down as man and died,
Who preached to all who listened,
For us was crucified
This Lord, our living brother,
In pow’r at God’s right hand,
Has chosen us to carry
His truth to ev’ry land.

His strength within my weakness
Will make me bold to say
How His redeeming power
Transforms my stubborn clay;
His touch of fire ignites me,
With courage I am sent,
My tonguetied silence broken,
With grace made eloquent.

And not alone to nations
In faraway retreats,
But ev’rywhere I broadcast
His love through crowded streets:
The lives that my life touches,
However great or small
Let them through me see Jesus,
Who served and saved us all.
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That ev’ryone He chooses,
For reasons of His own,
Will find in Christ his calling
To live His love alone.
His presence always leads us
Till time no more shall be;
Christ’s strength, His love, His comfort
Give us His victory.

Stand
Lord, gather all Your children,
Wherever they may be,
And lead them on to heaven
To live eternally
With You, our loving Father,
And Christ, our brother dear,
Whose Spirit guards and gives us
The joy to persevere.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 124:8; Isaiah 2:3, 5
Our help is in the name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.
Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD,
that He may teach us His ways and that we may walk in His
paths.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them,
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and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of
the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.
Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all
of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

WORD

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS…Glory to God in the Highest LSB 187
Glory be to God on high:
and on earth, peace, goodwill toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,
have mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O Lord our God, by Your Word and Spirit You create for Yourself
a people after Your own heart.
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Impart to us a clean heart filled with Your love that we may
constantly desire to live according to Your will; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

MEMORIZED WORD
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus
himself being the cornerstone, Ephesians 2:19-20

OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 30:15–20
15“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and
evil. 16If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I
command you today, by loving the Lord your God, by walking in
his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and
his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the Lord your God
will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession
of it. 17But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are
drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 18I declare to
you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in
the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I
call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set
before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose
life, that you and your offspring may live, 20loving the Lord your
God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life
and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that
the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob,
to give them.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.
Fear the LORD, * you His saints,
for those who fear Him lack * nothing!
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Many are the afflictions of the * righteous,
but the LORD delivers him out * of them all.

EPISTLE Philemon 1–21
1Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To
Philemon our beloved fellow worker 2and Apphia our sister and
Archippus our fellow soldier, and the church in your house: 3Grace
to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4I
thank my God always when I remember you in my
prayers, 5because I hear of your love and of the faith that you have
toward the Lord Jesus and all the saints, 6and I pray that the
sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge
of every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. 7For I have
derived much joy and comfort from your love, my brother, because
the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you.
8Accordingly, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you
to do what is required, 9yet for love’s sake I prefer to appeal to
you—I, Paul, an old man and now a prisoner also for Christ
Jesus— 10I appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I
became in my imprisonment. 11(Formerly he was useless to you,
but now he is indeed useful to you and to me.) 12I am sending him
back to you, sending my very heart. 13I would have been glad to
keep him with me, in order that he might serve me on your behalf
during my imprisonment for the gospel, 14but I preferred to do
nothing without your consent in order that your goodness might
not be by compulsion but of your own free will. 15For this perhaps
is why he was parted from you for a while, that you might have
him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, as a
beloved brother—especially to me, but how much more to you,
both in the flesh and in the Lord. 17So if you consider me your
partner, receive him as you would receive me. 18If he has wronged
you at all, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19I,
Paul, write this with my own hand: I will repay it—to say nothing
of your owing me even your own self. 20Yes, brother, I want some
benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ.
21Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you
will do even more than I say.
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

VERSE Galatians 6:14

Alleluia. Far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to
me, and I to the world. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 14:25–35
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

25Now great crowds accompanied [Jesus], and he turned and said
to them, 26“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father
and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and
even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not
bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 28For
which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and
count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise,
when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see
it begin to mock him, 30saying, ‘This man began to build and was
not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to encounter another
king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is
able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with
twenty thousand? 32And if not, while the other is yet a great way
off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33So
therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has
cannot be my disciple. 34“Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste,
how shall its saltiness be restored? 35It is of no use either for the
soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears to
hear, let him hear.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace LSB 844

Lord of All Nations, grant me grace
To love all people, every race;
And in each person may I see
My kindred, loved, redeemed by Thee.

Break down the wall that would divide
Thy children, Lord, on ev’ry side.
My neighbor’s good let me pursue;
Let Christian love bind warm and true.

Forgive me, Lord, where I have erred
By loveless act and thoughtless word.
Make me to see the wrong I do
Will grieve my wounded Lord anew.

Give me Thy courage, Lord, to speak
Whenever strong oppress the weak.
Should I my self the victim be,
Help me forgive, rememb’ring Thee.

With Thine own love may I be filled
And by Thy Holy Spirit willed,
That all I touch, where’er I be,
May be divinely touched by Thee.

SERMON

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
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suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again
from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come
to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen

OFFERING

OFFERTORY LSB 192
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, 
and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, 
and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 
Amen

COMPASS STAFF INSTALLATION

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
All praise, honor, and worship be to You, O God our Father, for by
Your Law You have revealed to the world Your salvation from all
sin and death. Help us to follow in His way to joyfully choose His
life by means of His truth. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Grant that Your glorious Word and will of divine Law and Gospel
be preached to the conversion, life, and joy of all throughout the
world. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Give all who preach, minister, and serve in Your Holy Church
boldness and clarity of mind and spirit to rightfully proclaim Your
whole Law and Your glorious Gospel. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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By Your Word and Spirit cause all who hear to have true
repentance of their sins and true faith to grow in love toward You
and their neighbors, and to purposely choose Your way of life daily
in all their ways and deeds. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Guide our nation and our elected leaders in the ways of justice,
peace, and the promotion of lives pleasing to You. Preserve and
bless all who serve to preserve peace, safety, and health in our
community. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Comfort and bring healing to all who are in sorrow, need, sickness,
or adversity, [especially . . .]. Give strength and the will to
persevere to all who suffer any persecution for the faith. Help all to
whom death draws near with the peace of a confident faith. Lord,
in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

BENEDICAMUS (Sung)
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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BENEDICTION (Sung)
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and✠ give you peace.
Amen, amen, amen. 

HYMN “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake LSB 688

"Come, follow Me," the Savior spake,
"All in My way abiding;
Deny yourselves, the world forsake,
Obey My call and guiding.
O bear the cross, whate'er betide,
Take my example for your guide.

"I am the Light, I light the way,
A godly life displaying;
I bid you walk as in the day;
I keep your feet from straying.
I am the way, and well I show
How you must sojourn here below.

"My heart abounds in lowliness,
My soul with love is glowing;
And gracious words My lips express,
With meekness overflowing.
My heart, My mind, My strength, My all,
To God I yield, on Him I call.

"I teach you how to shun and flee
What harms your soul's salvation,
Your heart from ev'ry guile to free,
From sin and its temptation.
I am the refuge of the soul
And lead you to your heav'nly goal."
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Then let us follow Christ, our Lord,
And take the cross appointed
And, firmly clinging to His Word,
In suff'ring be undaunted.
For those who bear the battle's strain
The crown of heav'nly life obtain.

Preacher                     Pastor Michael Tanney
Liturgist                      Pastor Michael Tanney
Lector                         Pastor Michael Tanney
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Organist                     Suzanne Manelli
Ushers                        William Gebhart and Roger Schmidt
Children’s Message   Pastor Michael Tanney
Acolytes                   Tra-Mi and Thao-Vy 
Greeter                    Roger Schmidt
Worship Screen         Tra-Mi and Thao-Vy
Bible Class                 Pastor Michael Tanney
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Announcements
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