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AS WE GATHER
The Epiphany season continues to illuminate the miracle of
Christmas shining its light forward to the goal and purpose of
Christ’s coming to us in the flesh. That purpose is the salvation of
the world through the forgiveness of our sins. That forgiveness can
and will happen only through the sacrifice on Christ’s cross. As
often as we Christians have heard this Gospel and believe it,
however, the more often we tend to forget that this knowledge, this
faith, remains a hidden mystery to the world, which ignores,
rejects, or explains away “Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” Many
really don’t get it! Yet, here through the Divine Word and
Sacraments, God the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,
enlightens minds and hearts to a spiritual epiphany.

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME GUESTS
We’re glad you are here!  Make it a point to introduce yourself to

the pastor. Please take time to fill out an attendance card and drop
it in the basket during the offering. Please consider liking us on
Facebook (St. Johns Lutheran Church – St. Louis City) and
checking out our website (https://stjohnslutheranstlouis.org/).

PREPARATION

HYMN Rise, Shine, You People LSB 825

Rise, shine you people!
Christ the Lord has entered Our human story;
God in Him is centered.
He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded,
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With grace unbounded.

See how He sends the pow’rs of evil reeling;
He brings us freedom, light and life and healing.
All men and women, who by guilt are driven,
Now are forgiven.

Come, celebrate, your banners high unfurling,
Your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling.
To all the world go out and tell the story
Of Jesus’ glory.

Tell how the Father sent His Son to save us.
Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us.
Tell how the Spirit calls from ev’ry nation
His new creation.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
(Video - Michael W. Smith - Lord have mercy)
The congregation is invited to join in on “The Lord have mercy

Jesus, I've forgotten the words that You have spoken
Promises that burned within my heart have now grown dim
With a doubting heart I follow the paths of earthly wisdom
Forgive me for my unbelief
Renew the fire again

[Chorus]
Lord have mercy
Christ have mercy
Lord have mercy on me
Lord have mercy
Christ have mercy
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Lord have mercy on me
I have built an altar where I worship things of men
I have taken journeys that have drawn me far from You
Now I am returning to Your mercies ever flowing
Pardon my transgressions
Help me love You again [Chorus]

I have longed to know You & Your tender mercies
Like a river of forgiveness ever flowing without end
I bow my heart before You in the goodness of Your presence
Your grace forever shining
Like a beacon in the night [Chorus 2x]

“Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” Upon this
your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the✠
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

WORD

HYMN OF PRAISE All Glory Be To God on High   LSB 947

All glory be to God on high And thanks for all His favor;
No harm can touch or terrify A child of God forever.
God shows His good and gracious will
And grants His peace, the world to fill 
All strife at last has ended.

We praise and laud and worship You;
We give you thanks forever, O Father, for Your rule is true
And just and changes never. With boundless pow’r,
Your mighty reign Fulfills whatever You ordain, 
Lord, grant us ev’ry blessing!
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O Jesus Christ, the only Son Begotten of the Father,
Your saving death has made us one
With God and with each other. 
O Lamb of God, to You on high
In our distress we sinners cry, Have mercy on us, amen!

O Holy Spirit, our delight And source of consolation.
Protect us from the devil’s might Through Jesus, our salvation,
Who by His death upon a tree Has rescued us from misery;
To this we hold forever.

SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Gracious God, by Your light of grace shining in our hearts and
enlightened by the cross of our Savior, Jesus Christ, inspire in us a
faith that is alive and glorifies You in all we say and do; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

MEMORIZED WORD
You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of
your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I
am the Lord. Leviticus 19:18

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 58:3–9a
3“‘Why have we fasted, and you see it not? Why have we humbled
ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?’ Behold, in the day of
your fast you seek your own pleasure, and oppress all your
workers. 4Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to hit
with a wicked fist. Fasting like yours this day will not make your
voice to be heard on high.
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5Is such the fast that I choose, a day for a person to humble
himself? Is it to bow down his head like a reed, and to spread
sackcloth and ashes under him? Will you call this a fast, and a day
acceptable to the Lord? 6“Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose
the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the
oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7Is it not to share your
bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your
house; when you see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide
yourself from your own flesh? 8Then shall your light break forth
like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up speedily; your
righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the Lord shall be
your rear guard. 9Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;
you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’”

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8

Praise the Lord, all * nations!
Extol him, all * peoples!

For great is his steadfast * love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the Lord endures for * ever.

Ascribe to the Lord the glory * due his name;
bring an offering, and come in * to his courts!

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 2:1–16
1And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to
you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2For I
decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him
crucified. 3And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much
trembling, 4and my speech and my message were not in plausible
words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of
power, 5that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in
the power of God. 6Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom,
although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age,
who are doomed to pass away. 7But we impart a secret and hidden
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wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our
glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they
had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is
written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man
imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him”—
10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the
Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 11For who
knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is
in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except
the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not the spirit of the
world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand
the things freely given us by God. 13And we impart this in words
not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting
spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 14The natural person does
not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him,
and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually
discerned. 15The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to
be judged by no one. 16“For who has understood the mind of the
Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

VERSE Matthew 5:16b

Alleluia. Let your light shine before others, so that they may
see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in
heaven. Alleluia.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Thy Strong Word” LSB 578

Thy strong word did cleave the darkness;
At Thy speaking it was done.
For created light we thank Thee,
While Thine ordered seasons run.
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Refrain
Alleluia, alleluia!  Praise to Thee who light dost send! Alleluia,
Alleluia! Alleluia without end!

Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness,
Dark as night and deep as death,
Broke the light of Thy salvation,
Breathed Thine own life breathing breath.
Refrain

Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous;
Bright with Thine own holiness,
Glorious now, we press toward glory,
And our lives our hopes confess.
Refrain

From the cross Thy wisdom shining
Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might;
From the cross forever beameth
All Thy bright redeeming light
Refrain

Give us lips to sing Thy glory,
Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us,
Mouths to speak Thy holy name. Refrain

Stand
God the Father, light-creator
To Thee laud and honor be.
To Thee, Light of Light begotten,
Praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
Glory, glory be to Thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever
Praise the holy Trinity!
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:13–20
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

13[Jesus said:] “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its
taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for
anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.
14“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be
hidden. 15Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but
on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way,
let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 17“Do not
think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have
not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18For truly, I say to
you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will
pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore whoever
relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others
to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the
kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to Thee, O Christ.

CREED (We All Believe In One True God) LSB 953

We all believe in one true God,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Ever-present help in need,
Praised by all the heav'nly host;
All He made His love enfolds,
All creation He upholds.

9



We all believe in Jesus Christ,
Son of God and Mary's son,
Who descended from His throne
And for us salvation won;
By whose cross and death are we
Rescued from all misery.

We all confess the Holy Ghost,
Who from both in truth proceeds,
Who sustains and comforts us
In all trials, fears, and needs.
Blessed, holy Trinity,
Praise forever be to Thee!

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

OFFERING

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH LSB 215
Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and
pray with me as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised
to hear us. 
God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy
children on earth, and grant us grace that Your holy name be
hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true
teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown forth in our
lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living
whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned.
Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all
transgressors and those who are blinded and bound in the devil’s
kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number
of Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
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Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will be done, both
in life and in death, in the midst of both good and evil things, that
our own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good
and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we commend [names]
and all who are in need, Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish
cares, and help us trust in You to provide for all our needs. 
Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us
so that our hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good
conscience before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm
us. Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit
to subdue our flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to
overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both
body and soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and✠ give you peace.
Amen.
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HYMN O God of God, O Light of Light LSB 810

O God of God, O Light of Light,
O Prince of Peace and King of kings:
To You in heaven's glory bright
The song of praise forever rings.
To Him who sits upon the throne,
The Lamb once slain but raised again,
Be all the glory He has won,
All thanks and praise! Amen, amen.

For deep in the prophets' sacred page,
And grand in poets' winged word,
Slowly in type, from age to age
The nations saw their coming Lord;
Till through the deep Judean night
Rang out the song, "Good will to men!"
Sung once by first-born sons of light,
It echoes now, "Good will!" Amen.

That life of truth, those deeds of love,
That death so steeped in hate and scorn--
These all are past, and now above
He reigns, our King once crowned with thorn.
Lift up your heads, O mighty gates!
So sang that host beyond our ken.
Lift up your heads, your King awaits.
We lift them up. Amen, amen.

Then raise to Christ a mighty song,
And shout His name, His mercies tell!
Sing, heav'nly host, your praise prolong,
And all on earth, your anthem swell!
All hail, O Lamb for sinners slain!
Forever let the song ascend!
Worthy the Lamb, enthroned to reign,
All glory, pow'r! Amen, amen.
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Announcements
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