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AS WE GATHER
The pages of the Bible are filled with some very human people. In
the appointed Readings of the Sundays in Lent, we encounter
several. In today’s Old Testament Reading, we hear of Abraham,
who followed the guidance of God faithfully to the land of
promise. Yet in Genesis, we also read that when in a challenging
situation in Egypt, he misrepresented his wife as his sister and
profited from the deception. Nicodemus, to whom Jesus explained
the Gospel in great detail, kept his association with the Lord a
secret. Even at the time of the burial of Jesus after the crucifixion,
Nicodemus labors with Joseph of Arimathea “secretly for fear of
the Jews” (John 19:38). It is well that we are reminded as we
confess in the Nicene Creed that “for us men and for our salvation”
our Lord “was made man.” As imperfect and very human people,
we are assured by the Spirit that we are loved by God, who knows
us as we are, and that we truly are “precious in the sight of the
LORD” in life and in death (Psalm 116:15).

RINGING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME GUESTS
We’re glad you are here!  Make it a point to introduce yourself to

the pastor. Please take time to fill out an attendance card and drop
it in the basket during the offering. Please consider liking us on
Facebook (St. Johns Lutheran Church – St. Louis City) and
checking out our website (https://stjohnslutheranstlouis.org/).

PREPARATION

HYMN The God of Abraham Praise LSB 798 v. 1-4
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The God of Abr'ham praise,
Who reigns enthroned above;
Ancient of everlasting days
And God of love.
Jehovah, great I AM!
By earth and heav'n confessed;
I bow and bless the sacred name
Forever blest.

The God of Abr'ham praise,
At whose supreme command
From earth I rise and seek the joys
At His right hand.
I all on earth forsake,
Its wisdom, fame, and pow'r,
And Him my only portion make,
My shield and tow'r.

The God of Abr'ham praise,
Whose all-sufficient grace
Shall guide me all my pilgrim days
In all my ways.
He deigns to call me friend;
He calls Himself my God.
And He shall save me to the end
Through Jesus' blood.

He by Himself has sworn;
I on His oath depend.
I shall, on eagle wings upborne,
To heav'n ascend.
I shall behold His face;
I shall His pow'r adore
And sing the wonders of His grace
Forevermore.
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INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
In the name of the Father and of the✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

To You, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
O my God, in You I trust.
Make me to know Your ways, O LORD; teach me Your paths.
Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God of
my salvation; for You I wait all the day long.
Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love, for they
have been from of old.
According to Your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of
Your goodness, O LORD!

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
O God, our Father,
we confess that by nature, we are sinful and that in our pride,
we have turned away from Your commands.
Forgive us, Lord, for all that we have thought and said and
done that is contrary to Your will and Your ways, and forgive
us for all those times when we have trusted in our own
righteousness instead of relying on Your grace in Christ Jesus,
our Redeemer. Forgive us, Lord, for the times when we have
not been good stewards of Your great creation and for those
times when we have been unwilling to help our neighbors as we
ought.
Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all
of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and
may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He
will surely do it.
Amen.

4



WORD

INTROIT Psalm 105:4–7; antiphon: v. 8

He remembers his covenant for * ever,
the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener * ations.

Seek the Lord * and his strength;
seek his presence con * tinually!

Remember the wondrous works that * he has done,
his miracles, and the judgments he * uttered,

O offspring of Abraham, his * servant,
children of Jacob, his * chosen ones!

He is the * Lord our God;
his judgments are in * all the earth.

Glory be to the Father and * to the Son
and to the Holy * Spirit;

as it was in the be * ginning,
is now, and will be forever. * Amen.

He remembers his covenant for * ever,
the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener * ations.

SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your
mighty power defend us from all adversities that may happen to
the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the
soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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MEMORIZED WORD
For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast
love to all who call upon you. Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer;
listen to my plea for grace. In the day of my trouble I call upon
you, for you answer me. Psalm 86:5-7

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 12:1–9
1The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred
and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2And I
will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those
who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you
all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 4So Abram went, as
the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was
seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5And Abram
took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their
possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had
acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan.
When they came to the land of Canaan, 6Abram passed through the
land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the
Canaanites were in the land. 7Then the Lord appeared to Abram
and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there
an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8From there he
moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent,
with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an
altar to the Lord and called upon the name of the Lord. 9And
Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SONG Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus (The Other Song Book 240)

Turn your eyes upon Jesus,
Look full in His wonderful face.
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
In the light of His glory and grace.
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EPISTLE Romans 4:1–8, 13–17
1What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather
according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he
has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what does
the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to
him as righteousness.” 4Now to the one who works, his wages are
not counted as a gift but as his due. 5And to the one who does not
work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted
as righteousness, 6just as David also speaks of the blessing of the
one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works:
7“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose
sins are covered; 8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will
not count his sin.” . . . 13For the promise to Abraham and his
offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through
the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the
promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath, but where there is no
law there is no transgression. 16That is why it depends on faith, in
order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all
his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the
one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us
all, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many
nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who
gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not
exist.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

VERSE LSB 157

Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding
in steadfast love.
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HOLY GOSPEL John 3:1–17
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler
of the Jews. 2This man came to Jesus by night and said to him,
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one
can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus
answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said to him,
“How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second
time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered,
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is born of
the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do
not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind
blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone
who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can
these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of
Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11Truly, truly, I
say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what
we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told
you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I
tell you heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven
except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal
life. 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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HYMN OF THE DAY
“Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart” LSB 708

Lord, Thee I love with all my heart;
I pray Thee, ne'er from me depart,
With tender mercy cheer me.
Earth has no pleasure I would share,
Yea, heav'n itself were void and bare
If Thou, Lord, wert not near me.
And should my heart for sorrow break,
My trust in Thee can nothing shake.
Thou art the portion I have sought;
Thy precious blood my soul has bought.
Lord Jesus Christ, My God and Lord, my God and Lord,
Forsake me not! I trust Thy Word.

Yea, Lord, 'twas Thy rich bounty gave
My body, soul, and all I have
In this poor life of labor.
Lord, grant that I in ev'ry place
May glorify Thy lavish grace
And help and serve my neighbor.
Let no false doctrine me beguile;
And Satan not my soul defile.
Give strength and patience unto me
To bear my cross and follow Thee.
Lord Jesus Christ, My God and Lord, my God and Lord,
In death Thy comfort still afford.

Lord, let at last Thine angels come,
To Abram's bosom bear me home,
That I may die unfearing;
And in its narrow chamber keep
My body safe in peaceful sleep
Until Thy reappearing.
(verse continues on next page)
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And then from death awaken me,
That these mine eyes with joy may see,
O Son of God, Thy glorious face,
My Savior and my fount of grace.
Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend, my prayer attend,
And I will praise Thee without end.

SERMON

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the
dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen

OFFERING  

OFFERTORY LSB 159
What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation
and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now
in the presence of all His people, 
in the courts of the Lord’s house,
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
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INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS
(Church Officers, Board Chairs, and Board Members are invited to
come forward)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray
Lord, bless our learning and our worship and our questioning and
our study and our witness as we grow in faith and devotion.
O Lord,
hear us for Your mercy’s sake.
We pray for all nations of the earth, that in all places there may be
times of lasting peace. We pray for people in lands where there
have been upset and strife. And we pray for our own nation that it
may know safety and that people may be joyful in their daily lives.
O Lord,
hear us for Your mercy’s sake.
We pray for all those whose labor serves us as we live out our lives
under Your watchful eye, especially those in the military, our
police personnel, medical workers, and all those whose efforts
support the common good. O Lord,
hear us for Your mercy’s sake.
We pray for the special concerns on our hearts today, including
health and family needs, bringing to You our joys, our sorrows,
and our hopes, [including . . .]. Assure us that the sufferings of this
present life are but transitory and that Your grace endures forever.
O Lord,
hear us for Your mercy’s sake.
Lord, inspire us by the witness of the faithful from all generations
that we may complete our earthly journeys with confidence in
Your gracious promises as they did in their lifetimes.
We beseech You, O Lord,
hear us for Your mercy’s sake.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION  
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and✠ give you peace.    
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
The God of Abraham Praise LSB 798 v. 5-9

Though nature's strength decay,
And earth and hell withstand,
To Canaan's bounds I urge my way
At His command.
The wat'ry deep I pass,
With Jesus in my view,
And through the howling wilderness
My way pursue.

The goodly land I see,
With peace and plenty blest:
A land of sacred liberty
And endless rest.
There milk and honey flow,
And oil and wine abound,
And trees of life forever grow
With mercy crowned.
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There dwells the Lord our king,
The Lord our righteousness,
Triumphant o'er the world and sin,
The Prince of Peace.
On Zion's sacred height
His kingdom He maintains
And glorious with His saints in light
Forever reigns.

The God who reigns on high
The great archangels sing,
And, "Holy, holy, holy!" cry,
"Almighty King!
Who was and is the same
And evermore shall be;
Jehovah, Father, great I AM!
We worship Thee!"

Stand
The whole triumphant host
Give thanks to God on high.
"Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!"
They ever cry.
Hail, Abr'ham's God and mine!
I join the heav'nly lays:
All might and majesty are Thine
And endless praise!

Preacher                     Pastor Michael Tanney
Liturgist                     Pastor Michael Tanney
Lector                         Tristan Pilot
Elders                        Al Bohannon & Earl Welch
Organist                     Suzanne Manelli
Ushers                        Cameron Hampel, John Benwell,                 
                                   Patrick Benwell, Jayvon Evers, Joan Potvin,  
                                   William Gebhart, and Roger Schmidt
Children’s Message   Pastor Michael Tanney
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Acolytes/Screen         Tra-Mi and Thao-Vy 
Bible Class                 Pastor Michael Tanney
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